DIABETES CAREREPORT

Gensco’s Astero hydrogel alleviates diabetic foot ulcers

MIAMI — Approximately 15%
of people with diabetes suffer
from foot ulcers, and treating
them properly can be challeng-
ing for the patient. However,
failure to do so, with resulting
infection, carries the danger of
eventual amputation.

Gensco Laboratories has
launched Astero, the first pre-
scription hydrogel containing
the topical anesthetic lidocaine
hydrochloride and approved
by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration. The FDA has indi-
cated Astero for use on pain-
ful wounds including diabetic
skin ulcers as well as pressure
ulcers, ulcerations caused by
various vascular causes, first-
and second-degree burns,
post-surgical incisions, cuts
and abrasions.

Astero is being distributed
through national wholesalers,
chain pharmacies and group
purchasing organizations in-
cluding McKesson Corp., Car-
dinal Health Inc., Amerisource-
Bergen Corp., Walgreens and
CVS Pharmacy, among others.

Privately insured users are eli-
gible to receive a coupon that
can reduce co-pays by as much
as $30 with the Affordable
Medication Solutions Rx Sav-
ings Card.

The medication is formulated
to create a moist healing envi-
ronment that promotes gran-
ulation, epitheliazation and
autolytic debridement while
providing prolonged anesthe-

sia of the wound, there by re-
ducing the need for systemic
pain medications, including
opiate-based drugs.
According to Marc Alan
Brenner of the Institute for
Diabetic Foot Research, hy-
drogel dressings promote a
healing environment by creat-
ing a moist environment that
enables white blood cells to
ingest harmful bacteria. More-

over, because hydrogels do
not stick to the wound surface,
wound tissue is not damaged
during dressing changes.

In an article titled “Advanc-
es in Treatment of Painful
Wounds” that appeared in the
August 2016 issue of Podiatry
Management, Brenner, who
has been a consultant to and
member of the Gensco medical
advisory board, points out that

traumatic pain from dressing
changes has been described
by patients as the worst part
of dealing with a wound and
suggests that proper pain man-
agement should be a key part
of wound treatment. He adds
that not all wound pain re-
sponds to systemic analgesics,
while use of opiates to treat
pain carries the possibility of
medication misuse.

Fast Relief for Painful Wounds

Astero® is a combination drug-device hydrogel containing Lidocaine 4% for associated

pain, wound healing and vasculitis including conditions such as post-surgical pain,

pain associated with various wounds, providing a healing medium for ulcerations
caused by mixed vascular etiologies, diabetic ulcers, venous stasis ulcers, decubitus
ulcers, pressure wounds, severe to mild abrasions and up to second-degree burns.

Available by prescription only, Astero® provides superior wound healing and has a

rapid onset of action in 3-5 minutes.

Astero utilizes M-Dose™ Technology which dispenses the exact amount

of medication (0.25 ml per pump) per application.
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« Available by prescription only

« Astero® is available in 30mL
bottles (120 doses)
« NDC 35781-2500-3
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